By Morine .ﬂnﬁm,..m .r Yavunde

he govermment of Japan and
| the government of Csmeroon |

. are workisg hond i glove to

improve on the production of rice in |

ihe couniry.

Both  parties are  collaboratmg
theough  the  Japan  Iniernationsd
Cooperation Agency, JAKCA, and the
Ministry of Agricubttune aml Rorad
Development  withan 118 project
dubbeod Project for the Development
of lrrigoted amd  Roinfed  Rice
Cultivatson, PRODERIP

The ongoing cosperation wos high-

Tighted during a goided towr 1o some
PRODERIP project sites Wednesduy
March 24 in Yaounde

Druting the puided tour at the nice
production G i the Nkollwssong
neighbourhomd, Yaounds o the
Centre rewion, the project coordinator
bricfed the press on the differen
stagesof the production of tice from
seedlings to planting, harvesting dry-
g, piling and consumption.

Spenking durnng the tour.  the
PRODERE® Technical Team leader at
tha Mintstry of Agricultare and Ruml
Development, Mirabel Jobnbang,
mestizd thirt the main aim of the coap-
crmtinng in the domain of eogted aod

3 anl &Eﬁq wl the Ndop rice that
is greatly consumed in Ciomeroan, as
wall as seduce the gquantity of import-
o rice

She went further o pole that
working with the Upper Nun Valley
Development Authority, UNVDA,
we discovered that a lot has 1o be

done to mprove on the quality of the

Mdup nee but more stll needs 1o be
dane it the level of quality so as 1o
mviaee 11 s Vo wtendand ™

“Hmee the st of (his project in
2017, we hisve been able to tram over

v Johmbang said,

L sondling  moltiplication

it aver W)
hectares of E:a As such, we tmin
extended sl and farmers who, in
retuen, train other farmers,” she
expluined.

“.. Opee this i done” Mirabel
: “we give oul selected
trented seexdlings of the mce for eulti-
vition, Ones the pice is harvested and
dricdd, s semt 1o Yaounde m
Mkodbisong piling bouse where it 5
crcked”,

Accarding o the  Notionsl
Coordinator pf PRODERIPE, Folefack
Emile, once the rice s sent o

| fore  an

Yuounde, it goes into the piling
machime where the grains are piled
aml sent W anciber machine where
ihey sreseparsted fom e stones amd
troken wraing and later packoge for
sale,

The suthotities of the frm went
further s node that they openate four
- sites i
Cameroon,  located in Ndop,
Woounde, Batour and Ebidows.

It should be wad thal i recent
WEurs, noe consumpton in Camermon
has ingremsed considerably.
Achieving rive sufficiency i there-
important  ssue  for
Cameroon.  The  Ministry  of
Agriculture and Ruml Developrent
amd  the  lepan  Internutional
Cooperation Agency, JHCA are in this
light, implementing the technicnt

cooperation project to belp Camercon
become self-sufficient in rce.

Acs such, by are promoting Upland
ard drvigated rice vadeties and pro-
widing suppor ut varous lavels of the
vabue chain, from seed production to
the development of the distribution
chanmel,

Vesterday s tour ended w the Cami
Waounde apency with o presentation
o he vanous services thal the com-
ey b o alfier 1o the public
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